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Abstract
In this study, we implement the exp-function method for the analytic solutions of the

Cahn Allen, the clannish random walker’s parabolic and the Fitzhugh–Nagumo equations.
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1. Introduction
The mathematical modeling of events in nature can be explained by di¤erential equa-

tions.These equations are mathematical models of complex physical occurrences that arise in
engineering, chemistry, biology, mechanics and physics. So, nonlinear phenomena play a crucial
role in applied mathematics and physics. Calculating exact and numerical solutions of nonlinear
equations in mathematical physics play an important role in soliton theory [1, 2]. Recently,
it has become more interesting that obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear partial di¤erential
equations through using symbolical computer programs such as Maple, Matlab, Mathematica
that facilitate complex and tedious algebrical computations. It is too important to …nd exact
solutions of nonlinear partial di¤erential equations. Therefore, various e¤ective methods have
been developed to understand the mechanisms of these physical models, to help physicists and
engineers and to ensure knowledge for physical problems and its applications. Most of these
methods are based on …nding balance term with balancing of the highest order linear and non-
linear term. So, these methods can be only applied to nonlinear partial di¤erential equation.
Some of these methods are: Tanh function method by Mal‡iet in 1992 [3], automatic Tanh func-
tion method by Parkers and Du¤y in 1996 [4], extended Tanh function method by Fan in 2000
[5], jacobi elliptic function method by Fu, Liu and Zhao in 2001 [6], modi…ed extended Tanh
function method by Elwakil in 2002 [7], generalized extended Tanh function method by Zheng in
2003 [8], modi…ed jacobi elliptic function method by Shen and Pan in 2003 [9], improved Tanh
function method by Chen and Zhang in 2004 [10], generalized jacobi elliptic function method by
Chen and Hong-Qing in 2004 [11], jacobi elliptic function rational expansion method by Chen,
Wang and Li in 2004 [12], the weierstrass elliptic function expansion method by Chen and Yan in
2006 [13], the exp-method by He in 2006 [14], 0 expansion method by Wang, Li and Zhang
in 2008 [15], extended 0 expansion method by Guo and Zhou in 2010 [16], generalized 0
expansion method by Lü in 2010 [17].

In this study, we implement the exp-method for the Cahn Allen equation [18], the clannish
random walker’s parabolic equation [19] and the Fitzhugh–Nagumo equation [20]. The exp-
method was …rstly presented by He [14] and was implemented by He and Wu in 2006. The
method is generally used for nonlinear partial di¤erential equations, but it is Zhou [21] who
…rst applied the method to the di¤erential-di¤erence equation with great success. Following
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Zhu, Dai obtained some excellent results for the discrete nonlinear Schrödinger equation and
the hybrid lattice equation [22]. Xu and Zhang [23, 24] contributed much to the development of
the method. Separately, Xu obtained periodic solutions [25] by using the exp function method.
Ozi̧s and Köro¼glu [26] studied the exp function method for traveling wave solution. Wu and
He obtained solitary solutions, periodic solutions and compacton-like solutions [27] by using the
exp function method. Kaya and Inan found some solutions for the various nonlinear evolution
equations [28] with the exp function method. We aim to …nd some traveling wave solutions of
Cahn Allen equation, clannish random walker’s parabolic equation and the Fitzhugh–Nagumo
equation by using the exp-function method. The method was further developed some other
scientists [29-34].

2. An Analysis of the Method and applications
Before starting to give the exp-function method, we give a simple description of the exp-

function method. For doing this, it is considered in a two-variable general form of nonlinear
PDE

(      ) = 0 (1)

with  ( ) =  (),  = + , we get a nonlinear ODE for  ()


0
( 

0
 
00
 
000
   ) = 0 (2)

where  and  are constants. We assume the solution of the Eq. (2) as following

 () =

X

=¡
 exp ()

X

=¡
 exp ()

 (3)

where , ,  and  are positive integer, which are unknown and to be further determined, 
and  are unknown constants. We suppose that the solution of Eq. (2) can be expressed as

 () =
 exp () + + ¡ exp (¡)
 exp () + + ¡ exp (¡)

 (4)

where , ,  and  are positive integer that can be determined by balancing the highest order
derivative and with the highest nonlinear terms into Eq. (2). Substituting solution (4) into Eq.
(2) yields a set of algebraic equations for exp (); then all coe¢cients of exp () have to vanish.
After this separated algebraic equation, we can …nd  and  constants.

Example 1. Let’s consider nonlinear parabolic partial di¤erential equation given by

 =  ¡  +  (5)

for  = 3 Eq.(5) becomes Cahn Allen equation [18]. This equation arises in many scienti…c
applications such as mathematical biology, quantum mechanics and plasma physics. To solve
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this example, we can use transformation  = + (where,  and  are the wave number and
the wave speed, respectively) then Eq. (5) becomes to an ordinary di¤erential equation


0 ¡ 2

00
+ 3 ¡  = 0 (6)

when balancing 3 with 
00

1 exp [(3+ ) ] + 

2 exp [4] + 
=

3 exp [] + 

4 exp [] + 


then gives  = . Similarly, to determine values of  and  when balancing 3 with 
00

1 exp [¡ (3 + ) ]

2 exp [¡4]
=

3 exp [¡]
4 exp [¡]



then gives  = .
For simplicity, we set  =  = 1 and  =  = 1, so Eq. (4) reduces to

 () =
1 exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)
exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)

 (7)

substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (6) yields a set of algebraic equations for 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1  .
Algebraic equations system can be written as following

1



¡
¡1 + 31 = 0

¢


1



¡
3¡1 ¡ ¡1

2
¡1 = 0

¢


1



¡
¡0 ¡ 20 ¡0 + 30

2
1 ¡ 210 + 210 + 10

¢
= 0

1



¡
32¡10 ¡ 0

2
¡1 ¡ 20

2
¡1 +0

2
¡1 ¡ 2¡1¡10 + 2¡1¡10 ¡ ¡1¡10

¢
= 0 (8)

1



µ
3¡120 + 3

2
¡11 ¡ 2¡1¡1 + 42¡1¡1 ¡ 2¡1¡1 ¡ 1

2
¡1 ¡ 4212¡1+

+212¡1 ¡ 20¡10 + 20¡10 +0¡10 ¡ ¡120 ¡ 2¡120 ¡ ¡120 = 0

¶


1



µ
¡¡1 ¡ 42¡1 ¡ 2¡1 + 3201 + 3¡121 ¡ 21¡1 + 421¡1 + 21¡1¡

¡200 + 200 ¡ 00 ¡ 1
2
0 ¡ 21

2
0 + 1

2
0 = 0

¶


1



µ
30 + 6¡101 ¡ 20¡1 + 620¡1 ¡ 2¡10 ¡ 32¡10 ¡ 3¡10¡

¡21¡10 ¡ 321¡10 + 31¡10 ¡ 020 = 0

¶


where  =
¡
 + 0 + ¡1

¡¢3. It is solved algebraic equations system with the aid of Mathe-
matica and it is obtained values 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1  . If these values substitute into Eq. (7),
we obtain traveling wave solutions of Eq.(5) as following

Family 1

 = ¡ 1p
2
  = ¡3

2
 ¡1 = ¡¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
¡0 §

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = 0 ¡1 6= 0
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1 ( ) =

1
2

³
¡0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´
¡ ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
+ 3

2
´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
¡ 3

2 
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
+ 3

2
´ (9)

=
¡2
³
cosh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´
+ sinh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´´
¡1 ¡ 0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

2
³
cosh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´
¡ sinh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´
+
³
cosh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´
+ sinh

³
p
2
+ 3

2

´´
¡1 + 0

´
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 2      (5)   (9) )  = 0 )  = 5
)  = 10 )  = 15 (0 = ¡1 ¡1 = ¡1)
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Family 2

 = ¡ 1p
2
  = ¡3

2
 ¡1 = ¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
0 §

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = 0 ¡1 6= 0

2 ( ) =

1
2

³
0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´
+ ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
+ 3

2 
´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
¡ 3

2 
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
+ 3

2
´ (10)

Family 3

 = ¡ 1p
2
  =

3

2
 ¡1 = 0 0 =

1

2

µ
§0 ¡

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = §1 ¡1 6= 0

3 ( ) =
§ exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2 
´
+ 1

2

³
§0 ¡

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
¡ 3

2 
´  (11)

Family 4

 = ¡ 1p
2
  =

3

2
 ¡1 = 0 0 =

1

2

µ
§0 +

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = §1 ¡1 6= 0

4 ( ) =
§ exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2 
´
+ 1

2

³
§0 +

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
¡ 3

2 
´  (12)

Family 5

 =
1

2
p
2
  =

3

4
 ¡1 = 0 0 = 0 1 = §1 0 = 0 ¡1 6= 0

5 ( ) =
§ exp

³
1

2
p
2
+ 3

4
´

exp
³

1
2
p
2
+ 3

4 
´
+ ¡1 exp

³
¡ 1

2
p
2
¡ 3

4
´  (13)

Family 6

 =
1p
2
  = ¡3

2
 ¡1 = ¡¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
¡0 §

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = 0 ¡1 6= 0

6 ( ) =

1
2

³
¡0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´
¡ ¡1 exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2 
´

exp
³

1p
2
¡ 3

2
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2 
´  (14)
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Family 7

 =
1p
2
  = ¡3

2
 ¡1 = ¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
0 §

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = 0 ¡1 6= 0

7 ( ) =

1
2

³
0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´
+ ¡1 exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2
´

exp
³

1p
2
¡ 3

2
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 3

2 
´  (15)

Family 8

 = § 1p
2
  =

3

2
 ¡1 = 0 0 = 0 1 = §1 ¡1 = 0 0 6= 0

8 ( ) =
§ exp

³
§ 1p

2
+ 3

2
´

exp
³
§ 1p

2
+ 3

2
´
+ 0

 (16)

Family 9

 = § 1p
2
  = ¡3

2
 ¡1 = 0 0 = §0 1 = 0 ¡1 = 0 0 6= 0

9 ( ) =
§0

exp
³
§ 1p

2
¡ 3

2
´
+ 0

 (17)

Family 10

 = § 1

2
p
2
  = ¡3

4
 ¡1 = §¡1 0 = 0 1 = 0 0 = 0 ¡1 6= 0

10 ( ) =
§¡1 exp

³
¨ 1

2
p
2
+ 3

4
´

exp
³
§ 1

2
p
2
¡ 3

4 
´
+ ¡1 exp

³
¨ 1

2
p
2
+ 3

4 
´  (18)

Remark 1. Taşcan and Bekir obtained some solutions for Cahn Allen equation by using the
…rst integral method [18]. When our results compare to their results, it is seem that our solution
(17) is same with their solutions 1 and 3 in (3.20) . (in our study, when 0 = 1 and in
their study, when 0 = 0). Moreover, We have di¤erent solutions from their results by using
Exp-function method.

Example 2. The clannish random walker’s parabolic equation is derived for the motion of
the two interacting populations which tend to be clannish, which they wish to live near those of
their own kind. The equation is written as following

 ¡  + 
¡
2
¢

¡  = 0 (19)

where  is aconstant. To investigate the traveling wave solution of the Eq. (19), we use the
transformation  ( ) =  ()   = + . Then Eq. (19) becomes


0 ¡ 2

00
+ 2

0 ¡ 
0
= 0 (20)
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and integrating (20) yields, we yield following equation

¡ 2
0
+ 2 ¡  = 0 (21)

where integration constant is taken as zero. When balancing 2 with 
0

1 exp [(+ ) ] + 

2 exp [2] + 
=

3 exp [2] + 

4 exp [2] + 

then gives  = . Similarly, to determine values of  and  when balancing 2 with 
0

1 exp [¡ ( + ) ]

2 exp [¡2]
=

3 exp [¡2]
4 exp [¡2]



then gives  = .
For simplicity, we set  =  = 1 and  =  = 1, so Eq. (4) reduces to

 () =
1 exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)
exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)

 (22)

substituting Eq. (22) into Eq. (21) yields a set of algebraic equations for 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1  
. Algebraic equations system can be expressed as following

1



¡
1 ¡ 1 + 21 = 0

¢


1



¡
2¡1 +¡1¡1 ¡ ¡1¡1 = 0

¢


1



¡
20 + 0 ¡ 0 + 201 ¡ 210 + 10 ¡ 10 = 0

¢
 (23)

1



¡
2¡10 ¡ 20¡1 + 0¡1 ¡ 0¡1 + 2¡10 + ¡10 ¡ ¡10 = 0

¢


1



µ
22¡1 +¡1 ¡ ¡1 + 20 + 2¡11 ¡ 221¡1 +1¡1 ¡ 1¡1+

+00 ¡ 00 = 0

¶


where  =
¡
 + 0 + ¡1

¡¢2. It is solved algebraic equations system with the aid of Math-
ematica and it is obtained values 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1   . If these values substitute into Eq.
(22), we write traveling wave solutions of Eq. (19) as following

Solution 1

 = ¡ ( ¡ )  ¡1 = 0 1 = 0 ¡1 = 0 0 =
0


  6= 0

1 ( ) =
0

exp (¡  ( ¡ ) ) + 0


(24)

=
0

 (cosh ( (+ ¡ )) + sinh ( (+ ¡ ))) + 0
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x

-1

-0.8
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) )

 4       (19)   (24) )  = 0 )  = 1
)  = 2 )  = 3 (0 = ¡1  = 1  = ¡1)

Solution 2

 = ¡ ( ¡ )  ¡1 = 0
³
¡0


+ 0

´
 1 = 0 ¡1 =

0 (¡0 + 0)

2
 0 6= 0  6= 0

2 ( ) =
0 + 0

¡
¡0

 + 0
¢
exp (¡+  ( ¡ ) )

exp (¡  ( ¡ ) ) + 0 +
0(¡0+0)

2
exp (¡+  ( ¡ ) )

 (25)
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Solution 3

 =  (¡2 + )  0 = 0 1 = 0 ¡1 =
¡1
2

 0 = 0  6= 0

3 ( ) =
¡1 exp (¡¡  (¡2 + ) )

exp (+  (¡2 + ) ) +
¡1
2 exp (¡¡  (¡2 + ) )

 (26)

Solution 4

 =  ( + )  ¡1 = 0 0 = 0 1 = ¡



 ¡1 = 0  6= 0  6= 0

4 ( ) =
¡ 

 exp (+  ( + ) )

exp (+  ( + ) ) + 0
 (27)

Solution 5

 =  ( + )  ¡1 = 0 1 = ¡



 ¡1 = ¡

0 (0 + 0)

2
  6= 0  6= 0 0 6= 0

5 ( ) =
¡ 

 exp (+  ( + ) ) + 0

exp (+  ( + ) ) + 0 ¡ 0(0+0)
2 exp (¡¡  ( + ) )

 (28)

Solution 6

 =  (2 + )  ¡1 = 0 0 = 0 1 = ¡
2


 0 = 0  6= 0  6= 0

6 ( ) =
¡2

 exp (+  (2 + ) )

exp (+  (2 + ) ) + ¡1 exp (¡¡  (2 + ) )
 (29)

Remark 2. U¼gurlu and Kaya obtained periodic solutions and soliton solutions for the clannish
random walker’s parabolic equation by using improved tanh function method [19]. The solutions
of the clannish random walker’s parabolic equation obtained in this study are di¤erent from their
solutions.

Example 3. Let’s consider Fitzhugh–Nagumo equation

 ¡  ¡  (¡ ) (1¡ ) = 0 (30)

where  is an arbitrary constant. Eq. (30) is an important nonlinear reaction–di¤usion equation
and applied to model the transmission of nerve impulses, also used in biology and the area of
population genetics, in circuit theory. To investigate the traveling wave solution of the equation
(30), we use the transformation  = +. Then Eq. (30) becomes


0 ¡ 2

00 ¡ (1 + )2 + 3 +  = 0 (31)

and when balancing 3 with 
00

1 exp [(3+ ) ] + 

2 exp [4] + 
=

3 exp [] + 

4 exp [] + 
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then gives  = . Similarly, to determine values of  and  when balancing 3 with 
00

1 exp [¡ (3 + ) ]

2 exp [¡4]
=

3 exp [¡]
4 exp [¡]



then gives  = .
For simplicity, we set  =  = 1 and  =  = 1, so Eq. (4) reduces to

 () =
1 exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)
exp () + 0 + ¡1 exp (¡)

 (32)

substituting Eq. (32) into Eq. (31) yields a set of algebraic equations for 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1  .
Algebraic equations system can be written as following

1



¡
1 ¡ 21 ¡ 21 + 31 = 0

¢


1



¡
3¡1 ¡ 2¡1¡1 ¡ 2¡1¡1 + ¡1

2
¡1 = 0

¢


1



µ
¡20 ¡0 + 0 ¡ 201 ¡ 201 + 3021 + 210 + 10 + 210 ¡ 210¡

¡210 = 0

¶


1



µ
32¡10 ¡ 2¡10¡1 ¡ 2¡10¡1 ¡ 20

2
¡1 +0

2
¡1 + 0

2
¡1 ¡ 2¡10 ¡ 2¡10+

+2¡1¡10 ¡ ¡1¡10 + 2¡1¡10 = 0

¶


1



0
@

¡2¡1 ¡ 2¡1 + 3¡1
2
0 + 3

2
¡11 + 4

2¡1¡1 ¡ 2¡1¡1 + 2¡1¡1 ¡ 20¡1¡
¡20¡1 ¡ 2¡11¡1 ¡ 2¡11¡1 + 4212¡1 + 212¡1 + 1

2
¡1 ¡ 2¡100¡

¡2¡100 + 20¡10 +0¡10 + 20¡10 ¡ 2¡1
2
0 ¡¡1

2
0 + ¡1

2
0 = 0

1
A 

(33)

1



0
@
¡42¡1 ¡ 2¡1 + ¡1 ¡ 20 ¡ 20 ¡ 2¡11 ¡ 2¡11 + 3201 + 3¡121+
+421¡1 + 21¡1 + 21¡1 ¡ 21¡1 ¡ 21¡1 + 200 ¡00 + 200¡

¡2010 ¡ 2010 ¡ 21
2
0 + 1

2
0 + 1

2
0 = 0

1
A 

1



0
@
¡2¡10 ¡ 2¡10 + 30 + 6¡101 + 6

20¡1 + 20¡1 ¡ 201¡1 ¡ 201¡1¡
¡32¡10 ¡ 3¡10 + 2¡10 ¡ 200 ¡ 200 ¡ 2¡110 ¡ 2¡110¡

¡321¡10 + 31¡10 + 21¡10 + 020 = 0

1
A

where  =
¡
 + 0 + ¡1¡

¢3
. It is solved algebraic equations system with the aid of Math-

ematica and it is obtained values 0 1 ¡1 0 ¡1   . If these values substitute into Eq.
(32), we write traveling wave solutions of Eq. (30) as following

Solution 1

 = ¡ 1p
2
  =

1

2
(¡1 + 2)  ¡1 = ¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
0 §

q
¡4¡1 + 20

¶
 1 = 0

 6= 0 ¡1 6= 0

1 ( ) =

1
2

³
0 §

p
¡4¡1 + 20

´
+ ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
¡ 1

2 (¡1 + 2) 
´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
+ 1

2 (¡1 + 2) 
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
1p
2
¡ 1

2 (¡1 + 2) 
´  (34)
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 5       (30)   (34)
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u
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u

) )
 6       (30)   (34) )  = 0 )  = 5

)  = 10 )  = 15 ( = ¡1 0 = ¡1 ¡1 = ¡1)

Solution 2

 = ¡ p
2
  =

1

2

¡
2¡ 2

¢
 ¡1 = ¡1 0 =

1

2

µ
0 §

q
¡42¡1 + 220

¶
 1 = 0

 6= 0 ¡1 6= 0

2 ( ) =

1
2

³
0 §

p
¡42¡1 + 220

´
+ ¡1 exp

³
p
2
¡ 1

2

¡
2¡ 2

¢

´

exp
³
¡ p

2
+ 1

2 (2¡ 2) 
´
+ 0 + ¡1 exp

³
p
2
¡ 1

2 (2¡ 2) 
´  (35)
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Solution 3

 = ¡ 1p
2
  =

1

2
(1¡ 2)  ¡1 = 0 0 = 0 1 = 1 ¡1 = 0 ¡ 2 +  6= 0 0 6= 0

3 ( ) =
exp

³
¡ 1p

2
+ 1

2 (1¡ 2) 
´

exp
³
¡ 1p

2
+ 1

2 (1¡ 2) 
´
+ 0

 (36)

Remark 3. Li and Guo obtained some exact solutions for the Fitzhugh–Nagumo equation
by using the …rst integral method [35]. Our solutions are di¤erent solutions from Li and Guo’s
solutions.

3. Conclusions
In this paper, we apply the exp-function method with aid of Mathematica. We obtain

some solutions of Cahn Allen equation, clannish random walker’s parabolic equation and the
Fitzhugh–Nagumo equation by using the exp-function method. The method can be used to many
other nonlinear equations or coupled ones. In addition, this method is also computerizable which
allows us to perform complicated and tedious algebraic calculation on a computer.
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