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Abstract 

Following the death of Catherine II and ascent of 
Paul I to the throne, the nature of the Ottoman-
Russian relations distinctly changed: the previous 
tensions reduced and risk of the new war 
diminished. At the same time, the victorious 
advance of the French armies in Europe, along 
with the French annexation of the Ionian 
Archipelago, raised the reasonable security 
concerns on the part of the Ottoman 
government. Amid the rising French power and 
the domestic conflict with Osman Pazvantoğlu, 
the perception of the immediate Russian threat 
began to wane at the Porte. The new Russian 
Emperor consistently made it clear that he was 
not going to engage into risky projects of his 
mother, whereas for the Ottoman government 
the war with Russia was as well out of the 
question. 
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II. Katerina'nın Ölümü Sonrası Osmanlı ve Rus 
İmparatorlukları: İlişkilerin Çözülmesi, 1 7 9 7 - 1 7 9 8 

Öz 

II. Katerina'nın ölümü ve I. Pavel'in tahta 
çıkmasının hemen akabinde Osmanlı-Rus 
ilişkilerinin tabiatı çok açık bir şekilde değişti: 
önceki gerginlikler yatıştı ve yeni bir savaş 
çıkma ihtimali azaldı. Aynı zamanda, tüm 
Avrupa'da Fransa ordularının muzafferane 
ilerlemesi ve İyonya Adalarının Fransa tarafından 
işgal edilmesi Osmanlı hükümetinin güvenlik 
endişelerinin artmasına sebep oldu. Bir yandan 
yükselen Fransız gücü, diğer yandan da Osman 
Pazvantoğlu ile devam eden iç çatışma, 
Osmanlıların Rusya tehdidi korkusunu ikinci 
plana attı. Yeni Rus İmparatoru, annesinin riskli 
projeleri ile uğraşma niyetinin olmadığını açık 
olarak belirttiyse de, Osmanlı hükümeti için Rusya 
ile savaş mevcut koşullarda zaten söz konusu 
olamazdı. 
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1. Introduction 
On 17 N o v e m b e r 1796 at about t e n in t h e even ing t h e reign of Ca ther ine I I , w h i c h 
proved to be so d isas t rous fo r t h e O t t o m a n s ta te , e n d e d . T h e Russ ian Empress 
passed a w a y , and w a s succeeded by her notor ious ly un loved by his m o t h e r son 
P a v e l . Th i s n e w s w a s rece ived by t h e O t t o m a n s w i t h unconcea led joy as w e l l as 
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wi th s o m e c redence for Pave l ' s peaceab le in tent ions (Arkh iv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 
1876 : 157 , 170 ; Arkh iv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 1 8 7 9 : 74 ) . Upon his ascending t h e 
t h r o n e Pau l I i n d e e d dec la red his amicab le d ispos i t ions t o w a r d s all of his 
ne ighbours and in t h e f i rst p lace t u r n e d to domest i c a f fa i rs , in all ea rnes tness 
t ry ing to get rid of t h e abuses t h a t w e r e tak ing place dur ing t h e ru le of his mothe r . 

T h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r in I s tanbul , V ik tor K o c h u b e i , hoped tha t under t h e n e w 
e m p e r o r t h e re lat ions b e t w e e n t w o count r ies w o u l d change for t h e bet te r and 
tha t he h imse l f w o u l d a lso fee l m u c h m o r e t ranqu i l (Arkh iv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 
1 8 7 9 : 7 4 ) . Kochube i w r o t e to S. R. Vo ron t sov , his e lder co l league in London , about 
his persona l sat i s fact ion w i t h t h e " w i s e s y s t e m , w h i c h w e have adopted for our 
pol icy w i t h t h e Po r te . " (Arkhiv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 1 8 8 0 : 1 2 8 ) . " T h e inst ruct ions I 
have rece ived and t h e f rank m a n n e r of t h e Empero r to express h imse l f " , 
cont inued Kochube i , " m a k e m e bel ieve t h a t all w e w i sh is to have peace w i t h all 
our ne ighbours . " 

T h e en thus i a sm of Kochubei about t h e possibi l i ty of a n e w tu rn in Russ ian fore ign 
pol icy could we l l be exp la ined , as w i t h t h e death of t h e Russ ian Empress a w h o l e 
epoch had c o m e to an e n d . In t h e contex t of t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re lat ions t h e 
reign of Ca the r ine II w a s m a r k e d by t w o large Russo-Ot toman w a r s , t h e Russ ian 
annexa t ion of t h e C r imean pen insu la , i n famous 'G reek project ' , and a profound 
geopol i t ica l shift t o w a r d s t h e Russ ian domina t ion over t h e nor the rn coast l ine of 
t h e Black S e a . T h e latter ceased to be an ' O t t o m a n lake ' and w i t n e s s e d t h e birth 
of t h e ris ing Russ ian nava l p o w e r , w h e n such seapor t c i t ies as K h e r s o n 1 , Nikola iev , 
Odessa and Sevastopol w e r e f o u n d e d by t h e o rders of t h e Empress . No w o n d e r 
tha t t h e end of Cather ine ' s m o r e t h a n 34 yea r s long rule could be looked upon as 
a n e w promis ing point of depa r tu re in t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re la t ions , all t h e more 
tha t t h e reputa t ion of t h e n e w Empero r , Paul I, s e e m e d to just i fy such prospects . 

2. Late 1796-1797: Easing of Tensions 
In gene ra l , t h e tens ion in t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re lat ions began gradual ly subs ide 
s tar t ing f r o m t h e end of 1796 . At t h e t i m e t h e O t t o m a n s cont inued to c lose ly 
fo l low t h e polit ical d e v e l o p m e n t s in Europe and kept re in forc ing the i r land and 
nava l fo rces . T h e Russ ian s ide in its t u r n had any reason to be l ieve t h a t t h e risk of 
t h e O t t o m a n assau l t w a s m i n i m a l , if any . Th is did not m e a n , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e 
necessa ry de fens ive m e a s u r e s w e r e not t a k e n . W i t h a v i e w to protect Russ ia f r o m 
any unexpec ted dangers , in case of hypothet i ca l O t toman-F rench at tack , t h e 
c o m m a n d e r s of t h e Russ ian Black Sea f lee t w e r e given o rders to regular ly mon i to r 
t h e s i tuat ion in t h e O t t o m a n Emp i re and on t h e borders , to s t rengthen t h e coasta l 
for t i f i cat ions as we l l as patrol t h e Black Sea a long t h e Russ ian coast l ine 

1 Located on the right bank of the Dnieper River not far from its mouth, and founded in 1778, Kherson became 
,the first base of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. 
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(Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 643-644 , 646-647 ) . W h a t is w o r t h not ic ing is t h a t t h e 
inst ruct ions to t h e Russ ian nava l fo rces at t h e given point look to be of exc lus ive ly 
de fens i ve charac te r . Even t h e doct r ine of p revent i ve nava l s t r ike , qu i te c o m m o n 
s o m e couple of yea r s ago dur ing t h e rule of Cather ine II (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 604¬
6 0 5 ) , had been not m e n t i o n e d . Prepar ing to protect his Emp i re f r o m t h e smal les t 
possibi l i ty of t h e fore ign aggress ion , Paul I h imse l f did not c o n t e m p l a t e at th is 
t i m e any aggress ion of his o w n . 

A good e x a m p l e of t h e Ot toman-Russ ian peacefu l coex i s tence at t h e m o m e n t m a y 
be seen in t h e s i tuat ion a round t h e f r igate "Tsar Kons tan t in " , a vesse l of t h e 
Russ ian Black Sea f lee t tha t had to spend t h e w i n t e r of 1796-1797 in I s tanbul . In 
N o v e m b e r 1796 "Tsar Kons tan t i n " headed out to t h e sea f rom Ochakov , car ry ing 
va r ious cargos for Sevas topo l . Because of heavy w e a t h e r she sus ta ined a ser ious 
damage and had been dr i f ted to t h e O t t o m a n coast , a f ter w h i c h she had to en te r 
Bosporus and to stay t h e r e for t h e w h o l e w i n t e r (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 6 6 2 ) . T h e 
of f icers of "Tsa r Kons tan t in " , apar t f rom t h e O t t o m a n nava l p repara t ions tha t 
w e r e going on in Istanbul w i t h t h e part ic ipat ion of s o m e F r e n c h spec ia l i s ts , a lso 
noted in the i r repor ts t h e kind t r e a t m e n t a f forded t h e m by t h e O t t o m a n s ide . 
T h e s e of f icers of t h e Russ ian navy "excep t f r iend l iness did not not ice anyth ing 
tha t w o u l d indicate at t h e host i le a t t i tudes on t h e part of t h e Po r te " , a n d , 
accord ing to the i r ev idence , " o n e could not see any t roub les in Cons tan t inop le " 
and t h e Russ ian m e r c h a n t vesse l s w e r e t r e a t e d w i th t h e " u t m o s t po l i teness , 
qu ie tude and p leasan t ry " (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 662-664 ) . 

"Tsar Kons tan t in " a r r i ved at Sevastopol only in late Apri l 1797 . T h e O t t o m a n 
off ic ial w h o escor ted t h e Russ ian ship rece ived a w a r m w e l c o m e in Sevas topo l , in 
addi t ion being p resen ted w i t h a gold w a t c h , fox fu r and 200 roubles (Mordv inov , 
1 9 5 1 : 664-665 ) . M o r e o v e r , V ice Admi ra l F. F. Ushakov , a hero of t h e recent 
Ot toman-Russ ian w a r and for tha t m o m e n t t h e D e p u t y H e a d of t h e Black Sea 
Admi ra l t y , a sked t h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r at t h e Porte V. P. Kochube i to express 
his grat i tude personal ly to Kapudan Pasha ( the Grand Admi ra l of t h e O t t o m a n 
Navy) (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 6 6 4 ) . Ushakov o rde red also to send to t h e O t t o m a n 
Admi ra l t y t w o anchors and t w o nava l ropes , w h i c h had been lent by t h e O t t o m a n s 
ins tead of those t h e Russ ian f r igate lost in t h e s to rm (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 665 ) . T h e 
a b o v e m e n t i o n e d occu r rence w i t h "Tsa r Kons tan t in " is ye t m o r e proof show ing 
tha t by spr ing-summer 1797 t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re lat ions expe r i enced e v e n if 
not an outr ight w a r m i n g , at least cer ta in de ten te . 

3. The New Security Concerns for the Ottomans 
W h e n it c o m e s to t h e fu r the r F r e n c h mi l i tary successes in Europe , t h e Porte 
obv ious ly could not tu rn a bl ind eye to t h e n e w ter r i tor ia l acquis i t ions m a d e by 
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F r a n c e th roughout 1796 . At a t i m e w h e n t h e bel l icosity of t h e F r e n c h Republ ic 
kept g rowing and G e n e r a l Napoleon Bonapar te s ta r ted to gain one by one his f i rst 
v ic tor ies as an a r m y c o m m a n d e r on t h e batt lef ie lds in t h e Nor thern Italy, t h e 
potent ia l F r e n c h expans ion in t h e Eas te rn M e d i t e r r a n e a n necessar i l y ra ised t h e 
O t t o m a n conce rns . T h e s e conce rns p roved we l l - founded espec ia l ly a f ter t h e 
F r e n c h secured t h e m s e l v e s a footho ld not only on t h e A p e n n i n e Pen insu la , but 
also on t h e Ionian Arch ipe lago not fa r off t h e coast of cont inenta l G r e e c e and 
A lban ia . 

In spi te of t h e fac t t h a t t h e Ionian Is lands w e r e off ic ia l ly t r ans fe r r ed to F r a n c e in 
t h e T r e a t y of C a m p o F o r m i o , s igned on 17 October 1 7 9 7 , t h e F r e n c h de fac to 
occup ied t h e m a l ready in s u m m e r . 2 Such a ne ighbourhood natura l ly d i s turbed t h e 
Por te , as t h e Russ ian ambassador Kochubei put it, "not because it ( the Por te ; V . 
M.) suspects t h e intent ions of t h e D i rec tory , but because t h e F r e n c h orders a re 
dangerous on the i r o w n " (AVPR I . F o n d 8 9 . Op . 8/4 . De lo 8 6 2 , l. 2 9 ) . T h e Sul tan 's 
g o v e r n m e n t g rew m o r e anx ious w i t h coming ev idences of t h e F r e n c h 
revo lu t ionary propaganda a m o n g t h e O t t o m a n subjects in t h e Ba lkans . Moreove r , 
t h e F r e n c h emissa r i e s w e r e seek ing contac ts w i th power fu l O t t o m a n local 
landlords O s m a n Pazvantoglu and Tepede len l i Ali Pasha , in fac t de fac to 
independent ru lers in the i r Ba lkan possess ions (Ka ra l , 1938 : 4 2 ) . 

T h e governor of M o r e a Hasan Pasha in fo rmed t h e Porte in t h e e n d of 1797 about 
t h e sur rept i t ious F r e n c h propaganda act iv i t ies in G r e e c e . Hasan Pasha even 
a s s u m e d t h a t together w i t h t h e Ionian Is lands F r a n c e could be secret ly 
gua ran teed o the r old Vene t i an te r r i to r ies in t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n including Crete 
and M o r e a , w h i c h w e r e later conque red by t h e O t t o m a n s . W h a t e v e r w r o n g could 
be t h e a s sumpt ions of t h e M o r e a n Pasha , his repor t only added to t h e O t t o m a n 
suspic ions w i th regard to t h e F r e n c h (Soysa l , 1 9 9 9 : 172 ) . S o m e w h a t later t h e 
O t t o m a n s also in te rcepted t h e p roc lamat ion of Genera l Bonapa r te incit ing t h e 
G reeks and A lban ians to rebe l l ion . In reply to t h e quer ies submi t ted by t h e 
O t t o m a n s to t h e F r e n c h g o v e r n m e n t Ta l l ey rand on 15 M a r c h 1798 ( i .e . w h e n t h e 
project of Egypt ian exped i t ion had been a l ready off ic ia l ly con f i rmed) fa lse ly 
a s su red t h a t t h e D i rec tory neve r engaged in anyth ing like t h a t and w o u l d a lways 
be a good f r iend of t h e O t t o m a n s ta te (Soysa l , 1 9 9 9 : 173 ) . Obv ious ly , t h a t evas i ve 
a n s w e r of t h e F r e n c h fore ign min i s te r could hard ly sat is fy t h e O t t o m a n s ide . 

As one w o u l d expec t , t h e anx ie ty of t h e Porte about t h e F r e n c h v ic ini ty to t h e 
O t t o m a n borders and possible pern ic ious consequences of such a ne ighbourhood 
w a s gladly obse rved by t h e Russ ians . V . P. Kochubei w r o t e in S e p t e m b e r 1797 , 
tha t t h e O t tomans w e r e m u c h exc i ted w i t h t h e ne ighbourhood of t h e F r e n c h . So , 
t h e O t t o m a n author i t ies took suspic ious ly t h e t r ip of s o m e F r e n c h of f icers f rom 
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t h e Is land of Zan te to Patras in t h e Pe loponnese Pen insu la . It w a s genera l ly 
accepted in Istanbul t h a t under t h e pre tex t of t h e tour is t ic cur ios i ty t h e y could as 
we l l use the i r j o u r n e y fo r f ie ld reconno i t r ing (Arkhiv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 1 8 7 9 : 
87 ) . F rom t h e Russ ian point of v i e w , sure enough , t h e m o r e d is t rust w o u l d appear 
b e t w e e n t h e F r e n c h and t h e O t t o m a n s t h e m o r e f avourab ly w o u l d s tand t h e 
Russ ian posi t ions at t h e Por te . In th is respect Kochubei noted t h a t t h e Sul tan 's 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s qui te sat is f ied w i th t h e Russ ia and he w o u l d l ike to see t h e 
French "occupy our place in the i r ( the O t t o m a n s ' ; V . M . ) hear ts and m o u t h s " 
(Arkh iv kniazia V o r o n t s o v a , 1 8 7 9 : 88 ) . W h a t is m o r e , Kochubei by t h e end of 
S e p t e m b e r 1797 did not even exc lude t h e possibi l i ty of t h e O t t o m a n - Russ ian 
a l l iance : 

La Porte s'est tres-bien conduite dans cette occasion, et je puis 

assurer votre excellence que ses intentions â notre egard sont on ne 

peut pas meilleures. Elle se mefie et craint les Français depuis qu'ils 

sont venus se nicher dans les îles venitiennes, et je ne serais meme 

pas surprise, bien entre nous soit dit, qu'elle voulût se rapprocher 

beaucoup plus intimement de nous. Une alliance avec les Turcs serait 

sans doute un evenement assez singulier en politique (Arkh iv kniazia 
V o r o n t s o v a , 1 8 7 9 : 9 0 ) . 

It c a m e to t h e point w h e n t h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r at his sec re t meet ing w i t h Reis 
Efendi on 8 D e c e m b e r 1797 in a f r iend ly w a y w a r n e d t h e O t t o m a n min i s te r about 
t h e d is turb ing act iv i t ies of t h e agents of Genera l Bonapar te in G r e e c e and A lban ia . 
Kochube i , in spite of his persona l opin ion tha t t h e French w o u l d not have enough 
fo rces to at tack t h e Ba lkans , still r e c o m m e n d e d t h e O t t o m a n s to be a l w a y s ready 
to f ace such a possibi l i ty . Bes ides , Kochube i adv i sed t h e Porte to send t h e sec re t 
agents to Italy and to d ispatch t h e necessa ry ins t ruct ions to its a m b a s s a d o r in 
Par is , Essey id Ali E fendi (Soysa l , 1999 : 173 ) . S o m e w h a t later , in J anua ry 1798 
Kochubei again w a s admon i sh ing t h e O t t o m a n s ide against t h e dangerous 
d ip lomat ic intr igues of Par is , w h i c h Essey id Ali E fendi w i t h t h e best wi l l in t h e 
w o r l d could not cope w i t h (AVPR I . Fond 89 . Op . 8/4 . Delo 8 6 2 , l.l. 27-27 ob . ) . 

4. Russia, Pazvantoğlu and the Porte: Caution is the Parent of 
Safety 
Under t h e present c i r cumstances t h e prospect of t h e n e w Ot toman-Russ i an w a r 
had increas ingly d im in i shed . T h e n e w Russ ian Empero r cons is tent ly m a d e it c lear 
tha t he w a s not going to engage into r isky projects of his m o t h e r , w h e r e a s for t h e 
O t t o m a n g o v e r n m e n t t h e w a r w i t h Russia w a s as we l l out of t h e ques t ion . T h e 
Porte appea red to be faced at th is t i m e not only w i t h t h e n e w th rea t s t e m m i n g 
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f r o m t h e fact of t h e c o m m o n borders w i th t h e French Republ ic , but a lso by t h e 
end of 1797 f o u n d itself in an open a r m e d conf l ict w i t h rebel l ious governor of 
Vidin O s m a n Pazvantoğ lu . In t h e ful l sense of t h e w o r d th is w a s a real w ide-sca le 
w a r tha t had been tak ing t h e mos t of a t tent ion and resources of t h e cent ra l 
O t t o m a n g o v e r n m e n t th roughout t h e second half 1797- f i rst half 1798 . Qu i te 
obv ious ly t h e Por te w a s s imply in no posi t ion to e m b a r k on host i l i t ies also w i th 
Russ ia . 

Despi te t h e appa ren t anx ie ty of t h e O t t o m a n g o v e r n m e n t as to t h e immed ia te 
ne ighbourhood w i t h t h e F rench Republ ic t h e possibi l i ty t h a t t h e O t t o m a n s may 
conc lude an a l l iance w i th F rance , a lbei t out of m e r e fea r of t h e French might , had 
also been cons idered in St. Pe te r sburg . In t h e end of 1797 Paul I i ssued t h e order 
demand ing tha t t h e Russ ian Black Sea f l ee t should be p repa red at any t i m e to 
f e n d off a hypothet i ca l F ranco-Ot toman at tack . Equa l l y t h e Russ ian a r m y in t h e 
Cr imea under c o m m a n d of Gene ra l Mikhai l Vas i l iev ich Kakhovsk i i got t h e orders 
to concent ra te in t h e Peninsu la a round Karasubazar ( n o w a d a y s Bi lohirs 'k , AR of 
C r i m e a , Ukra ine ) and t h e River of Salhir (Cr . -Tat . Salğır) so t h a t to p reven t t h e 
chances for landing of t h e fore ign t roops in t h e C r i m e a . W h a t is w o r t h of 
a t tent ion is t h a t all t h e above m e n t i o n e d de fens i ve m e a s u r e s w e r e to be t a k e n 
secret ly , w i t h an obv ious a im not to af fect t h e cur rent l y pacif ic re la t ions w i th 
Istanbul (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 1 : 6 9 5 ) . 

A long w i t h hav ing apprehens ions about t h e la tent t h rea t of t h e F ranco-Ot toman 
a l l iance t h e Russ ian s ide also kept an eye on t h e d e v e l o p m e n t s a round t h e 
rebel l ion of Pazvantoğlu in Rume l i a . A de fac to independent rule of t h e lat ter over 
t h e larger nomina l l y O t t o m a n te r r i to r ies b e t w e e n t h e Danube and t h e Ba lkan 
range r e m a i n e d t h e source of cons tant headache for t h e Por te , a n d , as it w a s 
a l ready sa id , t h e s t ra ined re lat ions b e t w e e n t h e Vidin governor and t h e centra l 
O t t o m a n g o v e r n m e n t esca la ted by t h e end of 1797 to t h e point of w a r . W h e n it 
c o m e s to Russ ia , its ch ief conce rn l ied in t h e p resence of s izeable O t t o m a n 
mi l i tary fo rces in c lose v ic in i ty f r o m t h e Russ ian border . T h u s t h e regular 
for tn ight ly repor ts of V. P. Kochube i to St . Pe te rsburg necessar i l y inc luded t h e 
observa t ions of t h e Porte 's mi l i tary p repara t ions against Pazvantoğ lu . 

At t h e ve ry beginning of 1798 Kochube i i n fo rmed Paul I about t h e mee t ing tha t 
took place on 4 Janua ry b e t w e e n t h e d ragoman of t h e Russ ian e m b a s s y Fonton 
and Reis-ül-Küttab Rashid E fend i . T h e O t t o m a n min i s te r w a s author i sed by t h e 
Sul tan to off ic ia l ly not i fy t h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r on t h e m e a s u r e s t a k e n by t h e 
Porte to subdue t h e d i sobed ient G o v e r n o r of V id in . T h e conver sa t ion tha t 
fo l l owed re f lec ted t h e w i sh of t h e O t t o m a n g o v e r n m e n t to reassure t h e Russ ian 
s ide tha t it did not have any h idden mot ives beh ind t h e sending of t h e large a r m y 
to t h e Danube a rea and once m o r e emphas i ze t h e peacefu l cha rac te r of re lat ions 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o emp i re s . Rashid Efendi to ld tha t he w o u l d l ike as we l l to dispel 

278 ESKİŞEHİR OSMANGAZİ ÜNİVERSİTESİ İİBF DERGİSİ 



t h e r u m o u r s about t h e purposes and f inal des t inat ion of t h e squadron of t h r e e or 
four w a r ships ready to set off f r o m Is tanbul . Th i s w a s to p roceed to V a r n a and 
ente r t h e m o u t h of t h e Danube , being sent exc lus ive ly against t h e Pazvantoğlu 
rebels (AVPR I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 6 2 , l. l. 1 - 2a ob . ) . 

On t h e next day , on 5 Janua ry 1798 , Kochubei sent his a n s w e r to Reis-ül-Küttab in 
w h i c h indicated tha t t h e r e w a s no need in all of t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d peacefu l 
a s su rances m a d e by t h e Por te , and t h a t he personal ly neve r had any doubts as 
regards t h e t rue purpose of t h e ongoing O t t o m a n a r m a m e n t s . In Kochubei ' s 
w o r d s , exp ressed to Rashid E fend i , it w a s not Russ ia , but F rance and t h e French 
pol icy o r ien ted t o w a r d s t h e tota l domina t ion e v e r y w h e r e (" enadbmecmeoeamb 

ee3Öe") t h a t const i tu ted a real t h rea t for t h e O t t o m a n s ta te . T h e Russ ian 
a m b a s s a d o r cont inued t h a t in t h e interests of Paul I, on t h e cont ra ry , w a s to 
prese rve t h e integr i ty of t h e O t t o m a n Emp i re , w h i c h appea red necessa ry for 
keeping t h e ex ist ing Eu ropean ba lance of p o w e r (AVPR I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 
8 6 2 , l. l. 2a ob- 3 ob . ) . 

It is ve r y interest ing and i ronica l , though to s o m e ex tent m a y be w a n d e r i n g off t h e 
point , t h a t approx imate l y at t h e s a m e t i m e w h e n Kochubei sent his note to Rashid 
E fend i , t h e opin ion of s o m e F rench d ip lomat ic agents regarding t h e O t t o m a n 
Emp i re w a s qui te s imi lar to tha t one of t h e Russ ian ambassador . T h e only 
d i f fe rence w a s tha t accord ing t h e F rench perspect i ve t h e O t t o m a n domin ions 
w e r e t h r e a t e n e d by " the ambi t ious v i e w s of t w o P o w e r s [ m e a n i n g t h e cour ts of 
V ienna and St. Pe te r sburg ; V . M . ] , w h i c h for a long t i m e have been covet ing t h e s e 
beaut i fu l l ands" (Arch ive des Af fa i res E t rangeres , Par is . (AAE ) , CP Tu rqu ie 197 , fo l . 
56 ) and it w a s t h e French Republ ic a lone w h o could save t h e integrity of t h e 
O t t o m a n s ta te . 

Return ing to t h e note of t h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r to Reis-ül-Küttab, apar t f r o m 
dec la ra t ions of f r i endsh ip and warn ings against t h e potent ia l F rench 
e n c r o a c h m e n t s , Kochube i e v e n o f fe red t h e O t t o m a n s t h e Russ ian he lp . He 
pointed out tha t in v i e w of t h e d i f fe rence of rel igions and s o m e re la ted to it 
c i r cumstances he w a s not propos ing t h e ass i s tance w i th t h e a r m y , but shou ld t h e 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n Istanbul and t h e Danube region be in te r rup ted , Russia 
could help t h e Porte w i t h de l iver ing of mun i t ions , ar t i l lery , r if les e tc . ( A V P R I . Fond 
8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 6 2 , l. 4 o b . ) . H o w e v e r , th is w a s noth ing m o r e t h a n a t r i cky 
d ip lomat ic m o v e , as Kochube i h imse l f in his repor t to t h e t sa r w r o t e tha t " the 
of fer like tha t . . . w a s m a d e by m e in ful l persuas ion tha t it w o u l d not be a c c e p t e d " 
(AVPR I . Fond 89 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 6 2 , l. 5 ) . 

As a m a t t e r of fac t , Russia w a s not wi l l ing to upset re lat ions ne i ther w i t h t h e Porte 
nor w i th Pazvantoğ lu . Gene ra l A. A . Bek leshov , t h e Mi l i tary G o v e r n o r of 
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Kamenets-Podolsk iy ( nowadays Kamyanets-Pod i l sky i , Ukra ine ) exerc i s ing control 
over Vo lhyn i an , Minsk and Podolsk G o v e r n o r a t e s , and t h e highest c o m m a n d e r of 
t h e t roops located on t h e S o u t h - W e s t e r n borders of t h e Russ ian e m p i r e , rece ived 
in J anua ry 1798 t h e respect i ve ins t ruct ions f r o m Kochube i . T h e a m b a s s a d o r 
d e m a n d e d t h a t in case if Pazvantoğlu suf fers a de feat and appl ies to t h e Russ ian 
border author i t ies for a s y l u m , he should be den ied t h e access to Russia under t h e 
pre tex t of t h e border qua ran t ine . T h e orders concern ing th is de l icate subject , 
cont inued Kochube i , should be i ssued w i t h t h e u tmos t care so tha t ne i ther t h e 
Porte nor Pazvantoğlu w o u l d k n o w about t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d Russ ian dec i s ion . 
On t h e one h a n d , t h e Por te could fee l o f fended as on th is occas ion it w o u l d 
def in i te ly l ike to see Pazvantoğlu a r res ted and given over to t h e O t t o m a n 
author i t i es . On t h e o the r hand , should t h e rebe l l ious Vidin G o v e r n o r learn of t h e 
in tent ions of t h e Russ ian s ide , t h e in terests of t h e Russ ian m e r c h a n t s conduct ing 
t r ade across t h e Danube w o u l d be ser ious ly j eopard i zed ( A V P R I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 
8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 6 2 , l. l. 3 4 - 35 ) . 

W h e n fo r Russ ia it w a s enough to k n o w t h a t for t h e m o m e n t noth ing t h r e a t e n e d 
its sou the rn borders , fo r t h e Sul tan 's g o v e r n m e n t t h e conf l ict w i t h Pazvantoğlu 
b e c a m e t h e mos t cent ra l issue of t h e f i rs t half of 1798 . Met i cu lous p repara t ions of 
t h e cost ly puni t ive exped i t ion t o w a r d s V id in , of w h i c h t h e highest c o m m a n d e r 
w a s appo in ted Kapudan Pasha Küçük Hüsey in , cont inued th roughout t h e w i n t e r 
and spr ing . T h e Porte spent fo r t h e w h o l e expedi t ion about 28 thousand purses , 
or 14 mi l l ion kurushes (AVPR I . Fond 89 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 7 1 , l. 15 o b . ) . In 
compl i ance w i t h t h e adv ice of t h e cour t ast ro logers t h e depa r tu re of Küçük 
Hüsey in and his expedi t ion f r o m Istanbul took place on 9 Apri l at six hours and 
e ighteen minutes in t h e morn ing (AVPR I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 7 1 , l. 4 ) . A f te r 
hav ing ga thered his fo rces at t h e place cal led Davut Pasha near I s tanbul , Küçük 
Hüsey in m o v e d on 12 Apri l t o w a r d s Vidin (AVPR I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 7 1 , l. 
19 ) . T h e a r m y amount ing to about 80 t h o u s a n d m e n (Dry , 1906 : 4 8 4 ) . bes ieged 
Pazvantoğlu in his wel l - for t i f ied capita l city of V id in . For all t ha t , to gain a v ic tory 
over Pazvantoğlu appea red not t h a t easy . Due to t h e lack of coord inat ion a m o n g 
t h e O t t o m a n fo rces (AVPR I . Fond 8 9 . Op . 8 9 / 8 . Delo 8 7 1 , l. 4 0 ) . and t h e 
impregnab le for t i f i cat ions of V id in t h e rebel l ious Pasha managed to w i t h s t a n d t h e 
s iege. Upon t h e n e w s of t h e F rench aggress ion against Egypt in s u m m e r 1798 t h e 
s iege of V id in b e c a m e even m o r e inef f ic ient and did not bring t h e des i red resu l ts . 

M e a n w h i l e , on t h e other s ide of t h e Ot toman-Russ i an border t h e Russ ian 
author i t ies kept wa t ch ing t h e even t s tha t w e r e tak ing place on t h e Danube . Even 
though t h e chances of t h e ser ious th rea t to t h e Russ ian domin ions w e r e quite 
sma l l , if at a l l , t h e Russ ian Black Sea f lee t stil l had t h e orders of Paul I to stay on 
high a ler t . Tak ing into cons idera t ion tha t t h e Porte in tended to send s o m e naval 
squadron to t h e Black Sea , w h i c h w a s to p roceed to Va rna and t h e n to t h e m o u t h 
of t h e Danube w i t h t h e a l leged a im to act against Pazvantoğ lu , t h e Russ ian 
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e m p e r o r d e m a n d e d f r o m t h e B lack Sea f lee t Commander- in-Ch ie f Admi ra l N . S. 
Mordv inov to p lace both t h e f lee t and t h e coasta l for t i f i cat ions in opera t iona l 
read iness (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 2 : 3-5) . 

M o r e o v e r , upon rece iv ing t h e n e w s about t h e a r m a m e n t s going on in t h e 
O t t o m a n Emp i re , t h e r e appea red s o m e r u m o u r s on t h e Ot toman-Russ i an border 
stat ing t h a t t h e s e w o u l d be d i rec ted not against t h e governor of V id in , but ra the r 
against Russ ia . A l ready m e n t i o n e d c o m m a n d e r of t h e Russ ian Dniester a r m y 
G e n e r a l Bek l e shov , sha red in th is respect his conce rns w i t h Kochube i , ask ing 
w h e t h e r it w a s poss ib le tha t t h e O t t o m a n s could give a f r e e passage to t h e F rench 
t roops mov ing t o w a r d s t h e Russ ian borders . T h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r at t h e 
Por te , in his t u r n , comple te l y ru led out such a possibi l i ty . Kochube i be l ieved tha t 
t h e F rench mere l y did not have t h e necessa ry a m o u n t of t roops in t h e Adr iat ics 
a n d , f u r t h e r m o r e , t h e O t t o m a n s w o u l d have never accepted t h e F rench into the i r 
doma ins inhabi ted by t h e Chr is t ian peoples w h o could eas i ly adopt t h e " ideas of 
f r e e d o m " . As a conc lus ion , Kochube i w r o t e : "You should not be surpr i sed on 
hear ing tha t t h e Divan and a part of people look on us , m a y be, as on the i r best 
f r i ends " (K l e inman , 1945 : 15 ) . 

Fo l lowing t h e pr inc iple t h a t caut ion is t h e parent of sa fe ty , t h e Russ ian s ide in 
w i n t e r - spr ing 1798 obv ious ly still sought to exc lude all surpr i ses on t h e part of 
t h e O t t o m a n s . F irst , a l though t h e Russ ian a m b a s s a d o r in Istanbul repor ted in 
J anua ry 1798 t h a t t h e Sul tan 's g o v e r n m e n t at t h e m o m e n t w a s great ly sat is f ied 
w i t h Russia and w o u l d hardly conc lude an a l l iance w i t h F rance (AVPR I . Fond 89 . 
Op . 8/4 . Delo 8 6 2 , l. 3 0 ) , St. Pe te rsburg to t h e last con temp la ted t h e possibi l i ty of 
t h e success fu l F rench in f luence upon t h e Por te , w h i c h natura l l y could lead to t h e 
lat ter ' s dec is ion to open w a r on Russia (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 2 : 5 ) . Second , t h e fac t of 
t h e p resence of t h e O t t o m a n nava l squadron not fa r f r o m t h e Russ ian coasts w a s 
itself a reasonab le cause for t h e Russ ian author i t ies to increase t h e v ig i lance on 
t h e borders . Toge the r w i th th i s , t h e ins t ruct ions of Paul I to his c o m m a n d e r s 
emphas i zed t h e w i sh of t h e Russ ian Empero r t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be obse rved "al l 
t h e good h a r m o n y t h a t ex ists n o w w i t h t h e O t t o m a n Porte and t h e r e w o u l d be 
not t h e s l ightest p re tex t to upset i t" (Mordv inov , 1 9 5 2 : 4 -5 ) . In th is w a y , even 
wh i l e tak ing t h e necessary p recaut ions against any unexpec ted at tack , St. 
Pe te rsburg p re fe r red to keep t h e ex ist ing peacefu l s ta te of a f fa i rs w i t h t h e 
O t t o m a n Emp i re and t r ied not to p rovoke undes i red conf l icts on its sou the rn 
borders . 

5. Conclusion 
Consequent l y , t h e dea th of Ca ther ine I I , t h e advent of Paul I and t h e g rowing 
F rench th rea t in t h e Centra l and Eas te rn M e d i t e r r a n e a n reduced t h e tens ions in 
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t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re la t ions . Paradox ica l ly enough , wh i l e t h e re lat ions b e t w e e n 
t h e Porte and its i nve te ra te e n e m y Russia t o w a r d s t h e end of 1790-s w e r e s lowly 
improv ing , t h e O t tomans w e r e increas ingly conce rned w i t h t h e growing 
aggress iveness of the i r t rad i t iona l f r i end and al ly , F rance . Accord ing to t h e Peace 
of Campo Formio (1797) t h e F rench ga ined contro l over t h e Ionian Is lands a long 
w i th t h e smal l coasta l str ip of t h e f o r m e r Vene t i an possess ions on t h e Ba lkan 
Pen insu la . Th i s m e a n t t h a t F rance n o w had a c o m m o n border w i t h t h e O t t o m a n 
Emp i re and b e c a m e a potent ia l t h r e a t to Ba l kan possess ions of t h e Su l tan . 
M o r e o v e r , t h e F rench revo lu t ionary propaganda could be more easi ly spread 
a m o n g t h e O t t o m a n Chr is t ian sub jects , ra is ing t h e ser ious concerns of t h e Por te . 

On t h e other h a n d , as regards t h e Ot toman-Russ i an re lat ions dur ing t h e d iscussed 
per iod , ne i ther party in tended to a t tack t h e o the r and both had all reasons to be 
sat is f ied w i th the i r ne ighbours . H o w e v e r , one still had to t ake t h e necessary 
de fens i ve precaut ions in o rder to be ready for any unexpec ted surpr i ses tha t 
might c o m e up. F inal ly , it w o u l d be impor tan t to note tha t both t h e O t tomans and 
t h e Russ ians w e r e not p lanning any o f fens ive m o v e s and w e r e in t h e f i rst p lace 
p reoccup ied w i t h cons idera t ions of the i r o w n secur i ty . 
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