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Ahhough Inemun is oommonly oonsidared to wﬁect the culture. from which'
~ it has emerged, it is also true that literature ‘exercises a. strong influence on the
- national  character of a- ‘people, as it deals. crmcally ‘with "its. social problems. -
Literature, in general, and especialy prose, has often given society a mental impetus
~ in the absence of which the history of a people would have been different. The -
cataclysmlc upheavals in the hastory of Europe after the seventeenth century may be.
traced back partly, ' though usually. mdim;tly, to the writings of the then’
comnmporary writers, which helped to-awaken much public opinion and’ draw -
attention to oertam social situations whlch deserved rbformi S B

 “In view of the mportant role and impact of lmrature in the life of a people,
the main issue - the status of women ~in the literature of mainly three countries -
_ England, America and Turkey is to be deaft ‘with. Yet before that the next step
" would be to point out the actual position of womien in these countries, especially in
the nineteenth: century as this- penodv In fact, forms one of the most inunstmg
- studies in - the history of the emaricipation -of women ga the three respective
countries. A great many. ' changes, - political, rehgnous and, above alf, economic,
. affecting as they did every aspect of life in the period and, not least, the status of
-‘women. makes this era particularly remarkable. There can be .no. serious doubt that
‘these changes have their origin in the historical forces which began" to operate at the :
begmning of the oentury and whlch one can ventun to lsolate ‘

- Of mtegral |mportance is: lhe French Revolutlon, whnch chiefly expressed its -
ideal in nineteenth century England by means of much “‘propagandist'' literature -

. and by the formation of many- Inerzy~ pohtical and phllosophical societies and so .

on, remarkable for their energy and aggressiv ess Following the French Revolution
came the oonservatxve reaction.in England-a mevement which led to the imposition.
of censorshi ip and to prusun over - free “ppinien. Again, -there was the religious
movement, the Evangelical Rewval and net feast, ‘the Industrial Revolution,

- brmging mechanization of mdustry, more ragid means-of communication and rapld
ennchment to certain classes as well as po\eny to others R

These forces then -set Up a "'chain c‘f reactlons“ whlch extend throughout
English - socnety in the nineteéenth céntury. The first link in the: chain, the first
"mctor,"_ is undoubtedly the tnumph of the mlddle clasm with their aim of -
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those of the upper classes, which provide the basuc material for the preoccupatnon
of the mtellectuals of the age:- & S = o

"promotuon" into a hlgher status and dleir f'rmly»beld standards and ideals based on

It is little wonder, therefore, that we fi nd _writers, economists, educationalists I

and sociologists absorbed . by the problems attached to the status of women.
Autobiogaphies, biographies, memoirs, purnals and other books written on the
‘subject give us revealing accounts of the. unsatisfactory position then held by women.

A few extracts from various impressions of the status of the "lady" of the time
and from demands for a reform in that status may be lllumhatung v

i 1853 Margarette Gray writes m her duary

A lady, to be such, must be a mere rady, and nothing else. She must not
work for profit, or engage in any occupation that money can command lest
she invade the rights of the working dasses, who live by their labour. Men.in
want of ‘employment have pressed their way into neady all the ‘'shopping and
retail business that in my early years were managed in. whole, or part by

women, The conventional bartier that pronounces it ungenteel to be behind .~ -

a counter; or serving the publie in any mercantile capacity, is greatly extended,

. "I‘he same in hoiisehold economy  Servants must be up ‘to their offices, which
o A8 very | well, but. ladies, dismissed from fie dairy, the confectionary, the store-
- room, the still-room, the poultry yard the kitchen garden and the orchard,
,.have hardly yet found themselves A sphene equally useful and important in:

. the pursuit of trade and art’ to which to apply their abundant leisure. © '

, john Stuart Mlll one of ihe advocates of w0men s suffrage, expresses- bis

Hardly any. decent educated occupation, save one, is ‘open to- them. 'I‘hey o
. are-ejther. governesses or nothing, LS NN o

His b00k 'I‘he Sub;ectron o{ W*omen, is entlrely devoted to thls sub,ect.
says: .
' The government of women over men, equality between ihe two and siich
- mixed and divided modes of goveNment as might be invented, it has been .
-decided, on the iaestimony of- experience, that the mode.in which women are

- wholly concerned and each in peivate being under{ the “legal obligation of

obedience to the man with ‘whom she “has ,associated her destiny,” was the : .

h:

~ arrangement most conducive to die happiness and we!-being of both, 4

S|

2, J E Butler, Memonrs ot John Gney (Edmburgh Edmondston and Douglss,
1969), p. 326, : :

3. John Stuart Mill, Speech in the House ct Commons, May 20, 1867

* 4, John Stuart Mill, 'I‘he Sub)ection of Women (London Everyman s Lubrary, M,

’ Dent and Sons, Ltd 1929), P 222 .




,Then he prooeeds to showthe mmpomy ‘position ofwomen

“Meanwhile, ‘the wife is the actusl hood servant of her husband; no les 80, 88
far as legal obligation goes, thatt’ Hives wmhody 80 celled. She vows a lifelong :
obedienoe to him at the altar, and held to it all through her life by law.
Causlsts may say that obligation: bedlenoe stops short of participation in
crime, but it certainly extends to, everyﬂ)hg -else. She can do no act whatever
but by his. permkslon, at lout tlclt Sle can aoquire no property but for

him. % o

 Even children. belong to fnthers only. P -

They ate by law his children. He aloi!e ‘has any legal rights over them., Not

" one act can she do towards or in relation to them, except by delegntlon from
him. Even after he:is dend she Is not their legal guardian, unless he by will

“has made her so.- He could ‘even send them' away from her, and deprive her of -
the means of seeing or correponding ‘with' thern, until this power was in some

~ degree restricted by Sergelnt Tlﬂourd's Act Thie Is her legal state. &

Therefore, }. S Mill eppeels for their freedom, h'ylng to prove ﬂleir abilities

....-women and not a few merely, but mnny women, have proved themselves
capable of everything, perlups without a single exoeption, which is done by
men, and of doing it succeutully and orgditably :

Later, one comes across l W, Adamson who tells usthat: . -
The demnnd for a greet advance in the- education of women, ‘which was so

- marked in the ‘seventies’, ‘and. urly eightiu ; was & phase of the question

then known as 'Women's Righlx ‘This feminist movement began in the United
" States of America and -spread to this country {England) about 1840, but it
made little progress here until the exténsdion of the Parliamentary franchise
was ‘mooted. In origin the English, movemmt was economic. The dlqurlty in
the numbers of the two sexes and the- instlbility of fortune experienced by
_ many families during the first halt ‘of the century uused an increase. in the
- number of women who were in whole or-in part self- -supporting. This state
of things was in contradiction of ‘middle-class traditions and sentiment: but
. - economic facts could not be gainsayed. Qut- of a total population of eighteen
- millions in 1851 three and a half amillions of women were working for a
~mabsistence, of whom. five-sevenths were unmarried - Within the next ten

years the the number of self- upporhg women exceeded twenty: percent of

the - total population, which numbered: twenty millions, The middle-class
prejudices against the paid: employment of women, their inferior ‘education -
-and the disabilities under which they suffered before the law, all tended to
. lower the rate of remunention for women 's work

5. Ibid,p.%'l. o
6. Thid., p. 248.
1. Ibid., p..267,
8. JW. Adamson, Eugh’sh Ednclﬁou !789*1 902 (thﬁdge Univetsity

Press, 1980), PP 323 324.
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The emphsls on education an be hetd from- Rosalle Glynn Grylls, M\oil'

says: : :
¥ It was the restonﬁonwhicalo‘i tand:d and it was dlfflcult to raise
it-again in spite of the protests of: advaneedi thinkers llke Defoe or Steele and
Addison, and the pretenslons of the 'blue- stockings,’ thoudl Ms. ‘Montagu
must be given credit for having in: 1938 prapoeed to found and endow a
" college for women:but.let the pro;ect drop when Mrs, Barbauld, a ‘best- selling
novelist ol‘ reactlonary oﬁmons, refused the post of superintendent.., ?

" Such was the status of women m the early nlneteenth century in- ‘England
and even in America. It is possible to select various dates for the true beginnings R

" _of the. Women's Movement; but whatever dage one may choose, as has already been

pointed out, it:is impossible to.isolate it: altogether from the events which preceded -
it. Like every other development of human._society, it was the result of a-muttitude
of causes and it might be both proﬁtable and entertaining to search ffiem out in
. even more detail: Yet for the present ‘purpose, it would be properto be confined to
two Victorian novelists who, indeed, contributed lmmemely to the arousing publlc
opinion for the cause of women: George: Eiot and George Meredith. The frst, bom
_ as Mary-Am Evans, had to. have a penmmesothather works. would not faoe.
reaction from the community which ‘considered in ‘Blackstone’s ‘words that' “The
disabilities a' women lies under are for the ‘most part intended for her protection
and benefit, so great a favourite is the fermale sex in- the laws of England."° Yet
“the fact was that these laws and customs put her at a severe disadvantage. "By

marriage,''-Blackstone goes on to say, "the very being or legal existance ofa worian -

s suspended, or at least it is lneorponted or consolidatéd into that of the husbend
under whose wing, protection _and cover.she performs everythmg, and she is
there called in our law a feme eouveit.” This in_plainer language, meant that
the property, the earnings, the Tliberty anc.eveh the conscience of a wife all belonged .
to her husband, as did also the children . !nejmldlt bear. The incorporation and
consoidation were complete. "My wife. and | are one, and | am he," was whata .
husband believed in; and since there was no: duvoroe obtainable for a womln before

. 18587, there was no wayofescapesavedearh. ‘

Into such a society was bom Mary Ann Evans (George Ellot), and wen she
" loved and then started to. live with “the renown' pﬂlosopher thinker and writer
-George Henry Lewis, who was living in sepauﬁon from his wife, society considered
George Eliot an-outcast. Even Oueen Victoria would not accept her at court. Despite
this sad experience, George Elupt throud\outher works never scoens masriage. On
the. contrary, she praises it to the exalted posltlon of the most sacred of ail human
.relatlonshlp, a, scument, not ‘of. the. church but of subllme human fellomhlp. ln .

9. Roulie ‘Glynn Grylls Existing Edua«on fvr Wornen, aueens Coﬂep 1848-
1943 (London: George Ruthetford & Sons, 1948), p. 11, 4 :

10. Sir Wllliarn Blackstone, Commentary on lbe Lowe of England (London, 1786).
11 There was a theoretical poesll!ility of divorce by Act of Parliment, but only in
two eases:was this éver obtained at the instanee of a wnte‘ moreover, one would
require a fortune to apply for thie Act L
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~ almost all: her novels it .is reﬂected ‘as 1holy, pwe bmdmg tie and sacred obligation.
Her life with Lewns was-an example of .this |deal she was true and faithful to him,
to their bond, to the end and was an affectuonate mother to his chlldren from his
first wufe ‘ :
However, wrth these exper;ences, both sad and otherwnse, lymg in her~ ‘
backgound she found it only naturgl: to buuld around the characters of her heroes
_and:heroines, stories reflecting her own famlly life: She derived almost all the major-

- characters and situations of her novels Afrom: real’ life. Her views of - ‘promotion’ in

the. social classes are: interwoven around acquamtances and members of her family.
Her own aunts' advancement had feft ‘its traces in-her mind, but their experiences.
serve as a-basis for event. Her novel Zhe Mill on the Flos: is considered to be her
own biography. The tragic- life of ‘the. poe?ﬁc, sensitive, independent-minded and
intelligent Maggie Tulliver is based on that of her creator. Maggie defies the rigid, -
strict “social laws. which wouid " impede ' her from- -behaving naturally. She thinks

~ . independéntly and. acts mdependently. Yet the Victorian society with its utmost

adherence to  the notions - of "decorum,'?. "Iadylrke" conventions and customs
_tries to crush Maggie's liberal social-behavior, just as it tried with Georgé Eliot’

herself. The heroines of Adam Bede and The MMdlemarch, the Methodist preacher
_Dinah Morris and the mtellngent Dorathiea Brooke, are also female characters through
~whom George Eliot explores: the drsadvantageous status. of - women then and- thus

inculcates to the readmg publ ic her own teachmgs \

|ust like George Ehot Endand's other major Vlctornan novelusts, such as Charles
Dickens, William Makepeace Thackeray and George Meredith, dedicated their
enormous talents to an exploration of Victorianism ‘which: by dhe sheer: fact of. -
‘assuming_its inescapabllity, ‘complicated and enriched it It was their treatment
of their subject, not their subject, that dlsﬁngushed ‘them from other less talented
* English writers. Even today they restore for us the context and- possuble seriousness -
of what are now more or less abondoned 1|terary themes: feminine purity; feminine
_ innocence; the sancity of the childish. heart; and, above all, the meaning of religious
conforniity. Emily, Dora and Agnes of Dickens' m:d Copperfield are but true and
concrete examples for feminine purity and ‘innocence. His other novel, Great
Expectatrons, or Thackeray's Vanity Fair, ae but reflections of various social issues
~ of the time; and, not least of which, is the. posutlon of women. George Meredith,

. who is generally consndered to be an obscure writer, is.another Victorian advocate

for. the cause of women. All his heroines arid some. of the minor female characters
in his novels The Egoist, Diana of theCrosm;yc,Erm Harrington, and Sandra Belloni
- are but his mouthpieces for the emancipition of women. As a general rule, novelists’
3 usually ‘base their. fiction: on their own-experiences. The interest lies in what
‘expeﬂences they select to present in their fiction and how these expernences are
moulded. ‘in the instance’ of Georp ‘Meredith, for example ‘even the casual reader .
- is struck ‘by his treatment of women characters their importance .in his fiction, and .~
the attitude of their author toward them: Another point about Meredith, just as it
is with -George Ehot, is that incidents in his - novels are almost: all psychological
’ acuons described not as they would strlke on. observer but. ROm the vuewpomt of
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the actof. He seldom states a fact or mcldent slmple he seés the subtle oomplexlty

of life too clearly, hence, he tnes -tverythnng in the full context ofits
 surroundings. ‘ ' R

"\

Another point whlch is agaln found both |n George Ehot and Meredlth is that ,
their standard of values is Iar\gely dlffennt from that of the ordinary-man. They see
. life as.a complex of emotions, with ‘pdssio
thoughts move on a higher plane than-that ‘of everyday lite. To understand them,
die reader-has to climb or: to'be hfted uprto their: altitude; for only then their view
becomes. untelllgnble, since’ matters which, looked at from the dead-level of everyday
- life, appear .to be mountains, are then seen-to be: only hills with the true peaks

revealed above and behind them. This-s, in fact, what makes Meredith in partrcular
" more obscure, which is aIso hls oragmahty - .

-~ Coming back to the main issue agam, one. can-see that the impact of these
novelists on the public as far as the emanﬂpatloh of women is concerned, is indeed,
'no less than that of Mary: Wolstonecraft, who was inspired by thoughts of “Liberty,
Equality and Fratemity," and wrote and pubhshed her great book, A Vindication of
- the Rights of Woman. On the surface things were unaltered; but across the apparently -
“immutable state of ‘society’ there flowed the searchlight :of the philanthropic
movement, and this. |Ilummat|on Ieft behind it not only movements to improve the -
social and material oondmons of the: people,but also a'great awakenng of conscience.
" The young women who lived.under its influence: saw that the world was unsatis-
factory in a great many ways; they saw: that-old people were poor and hungry, that.
children’ were: wild and ragged, -and. that rain‘came in through’ the cottage roofs;
-and then they realized that themselves, ‘being “only women," were powerless to do
any substantlal good And from rhat |Ilurmnat|on, the Women's Movement sprang.

Yet, as far as the ordmary women- was concemed the state of- affanrs was not:
‘grievous.: By “law women:-were heavily handnapped. and none of the grievous
disabilities which had been fastened upon them in. the ancient past had yet been
removed. But the ordinary women ' thought- nothing of their legal status, and cared-
not at alt for their “rights." Life, as they knew:it, was:a-mixture of pleasures and
pains, and the proportions were not controllable by law. They- adjusted themselves
- to the world in which they found themselves; and if they were fortunate in their
family surroundings, as well as being mtelhgent, ‘or beautiful, their - lives passed
_pleasantly enoigh. :But their - proqaeﬂty was bllllt on precarious foundatuons, and
~serious dangers lurked: beneath it; If their fathers, or their husbands; were “ill-
disposed, the: whole course of - their llves ‘might be shattered through no fault of -
thelr own -For women were. relatlve to rnen, md had no real standmgof their own.

n as its thrust and highest reality. Their -

Thele were mdeed the stark facts concesmng the posmon of women in- the -

muddle of the nineteenth century, and public.opinion fully supported them. It was
,_generally agreed to be one of the self evrdentlawsof nature that- “men were superior
‘1o women - mentally, physually, and rnorally Educaaon, therefore, as already has
been eXplamed at the outset, .would be Wasted upon 1hem responslblhty -would




overwhelm them, and work: would make rhem rll, They must be sheltered, protected,
and: indulged - so the theory ran. They were the wives, or the mothers, or the
daughters of some man; that was ‘their. descrrptron and the real justification of their
- existence. And the virtues and aﬁ;u ments which it was tight and proper for_them
to cultivate were those which would be useful in these capacities. Men differed as
. "to what-they wanted from women: '

,wholesome stuplduty, others hoped ment compamonshlp and a_ dash of .
sympathy; but all were united ~fee|mg that ambition, achievement, and -
independence were. unfeminine - attr butes, and that obedlence, hUmihty and
unself‘shness were what was really requ|red , . v

. The women who werebrought up-on thls convention grew accustomed to it,

" and loved ii: They sheltered under the irresponsibility. it gave them, and they hugged
the “chains" which seemed so protective; and in their turn they brought up their

- daughters. in the good old way, so that.all seemed fair and- smooth. in the middle -

~and -upper ‘classes, women who ‘were: exoepﬁonally energetic. mught -carve out for

- themselves a round of "dutles," but the others wotid sink back into a soft ldleness,
: and men desprsed them, and women d|d notmmd ‘ .

' Among the workung populatuon condnions were not the same, but the belief
in-the inferiority of women was equally firmly estabhshed. Although women toiled
with their hands as hard, and:even more’ incessantly than men, they had less reward
“for what they did. If they went out to .work their rates of pay were pitifully low,
" and-if they did not go outto work there were no rates of pay atall. It was generally :
believed that if a man was displeased with:the way his wife ‘worked: for him - or
with any ‘other aspect of her conduct - -he had a perfect right to beat her with a stick,
provided it was not thicker titan hls own 1humb ‘This-was all “natural.'" It was
woven into the very fabric of the um\erse, which it would be ndlculous as well
. as |mp|ousto change v . :

Such was the general beluef and the general situation- of female mhabltants
of the country when the: Enghsh author's:were' comﬂbutmg to the emancipation of
women through theur portrayals of the I|feI|ke p|ctures of contemporary women.

o Turnung to the U, S A at the very same time, one is overwhelmed by the almost
identical picture of ‘the female mhabrtants to. that of their sisters in England. One
need not therefore explore: further all the socual and economic handrcaps set-around
the American Woman then. What is worth: mentlomng here is the difference in the
" treatment of the subject by ‘American auﬁlors of the Victorian era such as jJames '
' Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel l-lawthorne, Henry David Thoreau, Hetman_Melville,
* and Walt Whitman, who tumed their sights. princlpally on values and scenes that
“Operated as alternatives ‘to cultural norms; Their subjects,’ as well as-their styles,
_ differed.even from those -of “their American contemporanes They wrote dramas
. of the forest, the “city, the sea. They sought to bring their readers into.direct
confrontatlon with. the -more brutal facts: of. America's _explosive development.
Thoreau, Coopen, Melvulle and Whutman wrote pnncrpally about men, not girls and

fsomewere content with good cookingand -
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chuldren, and they ‘wrote about men engaged W economually and ecologucally .

sugn rf' cant actwutles

in the mudst of the transformatron of the
_American economy into the most powei’fully aggressive capitalist system. in - the
world, American: culture seemed be "ol establlshlng a perpetual Mother's Day. °
This period, in fact, mdudes the ir cuallzatuon of culture most riotable
the revolution in prmtung and the rise of,natuonally curculated _magazines such as
__the Ladiet' Magazine, which had an enormous impact on the advancement of the
‘women's movement. It was in’ lhls perlod too when Hawthorne wrote and when
centuries-old traditions-and beliefs concemning women, which had until then been
unconditionally accepted as part « of the. cultdral heritage, were being examined and

Yet between 1820 and ‘{375,\’

questioned. The. force behind this. new awafeness ‘was, it seems, the attack on the - ‘

system launched by the femimmsts *Hawthornes phrasings and rhetoric make: it

dear that he was familiar with’and ‘influenced by their ideas. Almost all his women -

in greater or less degree are victims ‘of the ‘injustices cf which the. feminists
" complainéd, and of deeper. psychologucal mj,ustuoes which- did not figure in their
statements. ]'he demands of the feminists, if achieved, were perfectly obvious to him; -

Hawthorne s four novels show a hatred of the. existing system as intense as that of -
any feminist, so he could scarcely fault them for their radicalism. But one should

remember that sharp differences i focus and ‘emphasis existed. (One must be
. careful, however, not to-confuse Hawthorne s _personal animosity toward Margaret
Fuller, whom he did not take seruously asa femmst, with substantive disagreement).
Thoroughly alienated as he was from the commerical ethlc, Hawthorne could hardly
be concerned with problems since he saw society asso devastatingly repressive of
the. best in man - since, in fact; the unenclng struggle between repreesuon and

selfhood is his -major. theme he could see no deep remedy to woman’s ills in giving

her access to society's opportumtles in equal fmeasure with men. Work, in his view,
was a prison for man, just as man was a. prison for woman. He did not, however, ‘
use this conviction to rationalize prohubltmg women from. entering traditionally

_ masculine fields; he expllccty states in- ’I’ne Biithedale Romance that society should,
for- itself and for women, open' all avenues to- her.-in The Scarlet Letter one can

. perceive in Hester's story, abstracted from. the finie. symmetrues of the novel, a case
-study in radicalization and the Ilmutsof women'’s freedom The Blithedale Romance .
- is the novel most explicitly concerned wuth the women question, and the one whose

" rhetoric and ideas show the most extensive: femunust influence. In Priscilla, the
overworked - and underpaud proletarlan who. abo incarnates maidenly purity,
Hawthorne combines the polar extremes of cultural misogyny. The working girl
is society's most. exploited and degraded .creature, the product and victim of a
ruthless economic ethic. ‘The ethereal. female is society’s most dearly held ideal,
whose impossible demands on -women - put them as effectuvely behind a veil as the
custom of purdah To tombune these ‘two-extremes in a single figore is to expose
the.cultre's hypocrisy. While real women are abused, an ideal of woman is exalted; -

P

the. ideal conceals the abuse; and its unnaturdnes further abuses women. Xenobia's

legend of -the silvery veil shows the fears that have led men’ eo place women behind
the veil, and thus exposes another level of hypocrucy ;

®
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While playlng this metaphor on: the yed perhaps itis-a npe time to turn to
Turkey, where this “'sign" {the velt). of feminine purity, innocence, and mobility of
status was-in its most. mﬂuentcal phase m the h|story of that nation in the n:neteenth
century : s R . -

Stranply enough, the early wrltten h|story of Anatolia goes back to 3000
B.C. and all written documents prove the lofty status and equality women had with
men. There was a strict practice of- monogamy -and adultery was forbidden. Yet .
women's wages were less than men's wages for. the same work. The practice of
"Baghk' was first introduced: then. Shamanism ‘was the Turk’s first official religion
before Islam. In this the. Mother goddess was “given the first place among the
" Shamanistic gods and goddesses. 1t is also: interesting that In-Shamanism everything
that ‘was pleasant, such as birth, love, the good, the right was - associated with a
goddess and everythmg that ‘was unpleasant such as death, disease, and war was
associated with a god. Shamanism was based on egahtanan concepts. The woman was
. strong, influential and powerful and stood beslde herhusband

: Later the Turks acoepted Islam, almost two _cefituries after it had ‘appeared.
The ultimate goal of Islam is paradise, and Muhammed teaches that those who serve
- their 'mothers ‘well - can “achieve their .goals. To a large extent rhis explains why
" importance is given to women and mothers in Islam. But as Islam appeared -in
_ different ‘regions, certain - moral tenets could be- recogmzed The practice of
murdering daughters was prohibited; moreover, laws for marriage and divorce were
introduced. Women, for the first time, could win and inherit properties in Istam.
a Women had to obey their husbands, ‘and, in retum, husbands had to treat their
- wives well The Koran conslders wife and husband mother and father equal. -

. Later, however Turklsh ‘women's nghts as practised in Islam came to be
completely changed, especually under Pérsian and Byzantine influences. Along with~
chanps in social structure came ehanges in rellguous beliefs, and the social status of -
women was downg’aded with the introduction into Turklsh society of the Persian
patriarchal system and the mischievous woman image of Zaratbustra. In the fi fteenth
century, the "Harem" was mstututuonahzed in accordanoe ‘with Byzantune and
" Persian styles. In the 18th century,whlch is also the period of the Ottoman states -
" regression, the Turkish woman lost many of her rights: her rights i in marriage and -
divorce, inheritance and ownershlp, and also her right to bear-testimony in a court
of law. She was shut up i the house, and -her I|fewasreduoed toa kmdof :
imprisonment. - , -

Up to-the time of the Ottoman pohtlal reformatlon of 1839,a number of

. decrees which limited women's rights were issued one.after the other. For example,
during the reign of Osman Ill, a decree allowmg women to go out only four days

-a week was issued. Later in this period, women had to obey such sad orders of the
sultans as forbade them to walk along the same street as their fathers and sons,
,However, itisa fact that these: decrees regulated ‘a woman's conduct only in certain
places and at certain times. The Turkish- women in the rural parts of the country
lwed ‘mugh more freely than d|d women in lstanhul :
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~ Butin 1839 wlth the Reformatlon Act mnovatuonsand Westernlzatlon in the
country -began. Women in this atmospher‘e were granted new rights and privileges.
Also certain laws, like those “concertiing the: Imds-owmng inheritance and marriage
taxes were restored to-the advantage of the woman, Concubinage disappeared and :

-~ schools for girls opened. Even the ideaof a. woman's working was advocated. Thus,

~ the women who always had a share in' the fighting it time of war would:not be shut - -
- in the house in tume of peace A new epoch for woman s eman(npatlon was opemng.

ln 1859 $|nas| wrote his famous olay Mamxge ofa Paet 1n wh:ch he supported ‘
. the idea that, in the arrangement of a maitiage, it was ‘necessary for both sides to see
- and love each other. He also ridiculed and reproved the custom of “gbriici" (visiting -

the proposed bride's house for brideseeing). In 1868 the journal . Terakki (Progress) -

brought forward the sub,ects of women's nghts and elections for the ﬁrst time. In
1872, the . poet, prose writer and jourmalist Namik-Kemil's writings in foret gave
wide publicity to the question " of woman's’ emmclpatron and -her soaal status.

~ Another poet. of the same era, Abdulhak Hamit, stated that “'the measure of a -

country's progress was the women s Iegl,socral and professronal posmon in relation
tothatofthe man." L DI

i

In 1859, a hrgh school for girls was-opened; in 1869 it became. compulsory’v
for ‘girls between 6-11 years old to attend primary- schools, ln 1870; a.teachers'

trainingschool for -girls ‘was opened in Istanbul, ‘In. 1959, a group of women -

popiished the Ladies' Journal, Many other. actlvltues, social, literary and: pohtrcal
‘ supported .women's nghts* But,an |mpo|:tant issue here is that in Turkey, in"any
,penod of hrstory, there - Were never . Movements of Emanclpatron in the Western
sense of the. word. We had never had mrhtant methods, as was the case in England
for example, to obtain. our rights fully. ‘Throughout history Turkish women were
famous for their contributions to philanthropic and' educational works. However,

it was the foundation of the new Repubilc of Turkey in 1923, when the Civil Law

replaced the religious code and a statement conoemlng women was |ssued whlch
can be summarized thus '
‘— The custom of polygamy which- had Iasted for fourteen centurles came to
. an end within Civil Law whrch aliowed a man to marry one woman
: through a civil marnage . rehgrous ceremonnes would not be recognized
- by law.
~ The mother was equany Tiable for the guardaanshlp of children as the
father B

-~ For-both women and men, |t was lllegal to marry under a certan age ( 18)
. - In mamage nerther the man nor dle woman could be represented by ’

someone else. A marriage could only be Ieghzed when: both srdes gave
agreement before an aurhonzed person. o




A married woman could own property wlthout her husband’s consent

Men and. women were equal .before the law with regard to the nghts of

mhentance ‘

" Before the Civil Law, two' women wntnesses could refute a man" s,

testimony. ' Civil Law did - not “discriminate _between the sexes and
considered everybody-s w|tness equal lt also did not drscnmmate between

race, religion.or color.

In conclusion it might be’ pointed out that the political and literary

attempts for the emancipation of women both in England and America on the one
hand, and in Turkey on the other began in’ the later nineteenth century, however
-unlike in -Turkey where, this process was. realrzed peacefully, and Turkish women
' were given their full rights through: the parhament of the Republic, in.the other two
countnes it involved a great deal of: mnlntancy and . public reaction. Furthermore in .
view. of the women 's I|berat|on movements in the sixties and seventies, one tends
to suggest that the process in these two countries has not yet'been completed and
~ . the reaction to this movement in their literature has periodically been reflected.
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