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Restoratton comedy, os Thomas Rglmtitti has argued, reflecta 
the irttellectual trends thot inftuenced Ihe mind of the upper ctoss 
by reaiisticaliy portroyw>g their life and conduct (1) Primarity, the 
gentIHty was infiueneed by the French phitoeopftioai libertines like 
Salnt-Evremond, Fontehelte and Ga »sendi, whö were, rather than 
moral degenerates, sceptlcs in the name of experiehoe, reason and 
free. thought, Heveever. during the flestoration. libertinism beoome 
to be eynonymous with Neo-epicureanism. İt was aiso atfected by 
classiool naturallşm and Ronaissanoe seeptteism. These phifosoph-
loal ottitudes. however, have been sö interminöled and so much 
blurred İn the oharocter of tire Restoration rake thot it Is novv 
atanost bnposeible to differontbte therr». Yet the characteristics of 
each attitude wUt' be pointed out in order to Ckrrtfy the various 
systems of thought that contrtbuted to the emergence of the Res-
tordtion Hbertine and conSequ©ntly affectsed his way of life. 

Because of the modes of thought that form 0te Restoration 
Ifoertine's consciousness, it wouW be an overetmpHfication to de
fine him simply as a debauched person in pursuit of the gratifi-
cotion of hts desires regardless of the weilbelr>g of others. As Dale 
Underaood comprehenstvely deftnes htm, phHosoptUcaily the Itber-
ttne ie 

— on onti-rotionaiist, denying the power of man through 
reason to conoeive recriity... Açcprdfngly the • Hbertine 
rejected the orthodox roedleval and Renaissance con-

(*) Yrd. Doç. Dr. H.Ü. Edebiyat Fakültesi ingiliz Dili ve Edebiyatı Anabilim 
Dalı öğretim Üyesi. 

(1) Se» The Restoration Comedy of Wft <1952; rpt. New York: Barnes 
and Nbble, Inc., 1968), p. 57. 



oepfof üniversel örder and of mon'e pkace and purpose 
therakı... His endi *ere MedOntetic, 'CpJcurean,' and he 
embraoed the saticfaction of the senato m occordance 

1 vvtth the reasonabte 'dlçtotes' of nature- that is. in. this 
cose, one's 'nctufial* iroputees. ond desires... At leost 
thrâe philosophic ifnes of ÖKHight öre involved: Epicu-
reorrfsm, skeptioteı», ond o type of prrmitivtsJm or natu-

• • «ıttem ie r v^k ;h u^orfumrtety tfiem 110 other recefved 
name.» (2) 

One of the Restoration ûourt wit8, ̂ 3) Jphn VVifraot, the Eari of 
Rochester, who exempllfied the lİDertme kJeöte'botti İn hts Hfe and 
writings, was the perfect true-to-fife specîmen oh which the rake 
in the Restoration comediee of the period was modelted. (4) The 
notorious story of his levyd affair which be hod sh/Iy plotted in the 
rrvanner of a Soccacdafi noyetio when he decioed to seduce a 
marrted woman and CK>rtsequentlv caueed her husband to commit 
suicide te qufte suffiçient to disptoy his moral carelessness, his 
irresponsibie p g rs uit of pleasure at the eîcpense of deranging social 
prder, his Machlavellian urge for power, and Hobbeslan aggressi-
veness. (5) As to his art, Rochester in his poem «The Debâûchee,» 
paints a reeifstic portraft of the fufBe and profiiflote life of a rake : 

i rise at eteven, i dine about twot 

I get drurtk before seven, ond the next thing L do, 
i eend lor my vvhore, when for fear of acldp, 
1 dafly about her, ond spew in her lap; 

, there w e quarrel and scold tfH I faii asfeep. 

(2) Etaerege and the Seveftteentl*Century Comedy of Manners (New 
Haveıi: Yale Univ. Press, 19S7), pp. 13-14.' 

(3) Arrçong others vere the Duke of 'Buckinghası, Sir Charles Sedley. 
Lord Buckhurst, Sir George Etftçrege, Bari of Mulgrave, William 
Wycherîey and Heary Savile. See John Harold Wilson, The Court Wits 
of the Restoration (Prifcgton: Princeton Üniv, Press, 1948). 

(4) It is knovra. that-Sir George Etherege had .pjodelled Dorimant in The 
tâsâ of Mode (1676) on his friend Rochester. 

(5) See Graham Greene, Lord "Roebeater"» Mankey (New York: The 
Viking Press, 1974), p. 93. 
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When the }iit grow*ng boid, to my pocket does creep:, 
Then slyly she ieoves me, ond to revenge the aff ront. 
At once both my lass ond my money t «ant 
If by chonoe then I wake, hot-beaded and drunk, 
What a coyl do I make for the )oss of my purk? _ 
1 storm, ond 1 roar, and l fotî in a rage, 
And missing my lass 1 fail on my page. 
Then crop-sick, ali morning l rail at my men-, 
And in bed i He yavming tii| eleven again. (6) 

Aiso, in his «A Satire Agoinst Man»lage» Rochester presents the 
typlcal Mberttne's raillery against marriafle r 

Marriage, thöu state of jealausy ond-care, 
The curse of wife, whot ftesti and biood can bear? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _. . ,;1 ... 

Of afi the Bedlams marriage is the worst, 
With endiess cords, wîth >ndtess keepers curst. 
Frantic in love you run, ond rave about, 
Mod to get in, but bopeless to get out. 17) 

Both Rochester's life and wttttngs make it clear that the most 
infiuential system of thought on the Hbertine mmd was Epicurea-
nism, not, however. in the cfassicai phtfosophioai meanlng of the 
term (8) but in its hedonistle or subseguent connotations-. Thus, 
the Hbertines wero oareiessly extravagant in their wanton pursuit 
of the grottfication of- their malniy phystcal desires. With the glo-
rlficatlon of pleasure över virtue, the iibertines simply reduced the 
Epicurean phMosophy to the motto «Eat.drink and be merry, for 
tomorrovv we die.» Ah ilfustratton öf this attitude in Restoration 
drama is Shadwe!l's Don Juan in The Ubertme (1675), who states: 

(6) ibM., p. 73. 
(7) Ibld. p. 162. 
(8) The Epicurean belief that «Pleasure is the highest^ethical good» has 

often been misinterpreted. Epicureans were not sensualists. 'Pleasure', 
for them, meant the refcttive absence of pain from mind and body, 
that is, -both physical welR>ekıg and peace of mind. : 

227 



My bus'nesâ 4s my pieosure, that end I w)H alwoys com* 
pass vvithout scfuptîng the means; There is no right p r 
vvrong, but what conduces to my pleasure. (9) 

The hedonistic liberfme's exaltation of the senses över reason vvas 
such that he eventually seemed to reşembte a eenseless beast. 

This imoge of man bearing resemblanoe to animals perfectly 
fitted into the iibertine's concept of NaturöMsm, accordkıg. to 
vvhich he. diter Thomas Hobbes, betteved that man vvas a brutally 
aggressive, egoistic fkjhter in «the State of Nature» vvhile freeiy 
and spontaneously pursuing the sattsfaction of his sensual desires. 
As the egoistically aggressive Hbertine, whû m accordance with 
his belief in the Hohbesian iupine concept of man, vyas eareless 
of his means vvhiie achievihg his aims, he vvas çonstantly in strife 
with society and often referred to as «brüte» and «wi!d.» This refe-
rence was related to «the Itbertine ideal of man the animai. man 
purged from the restraint of society...» (TO) Thus ethicai life was 
reduced to the ievel of amoraf animai behavfor. 

İn compliance wlth classical NaturoJism. as the libertine be
lle ved that ati that vvas spontaneous and free vvas good, he exal-
ted personal' freedora. in order to preserve his much-votued free-
dom, the rake, like Don Juan in The Ubertİne, rejected the laws 
and institutions imposed upon htm by society: «Of Noture's freedom 
vve're beguifd / By taws vvhich man imposes.» (11) The instltution 
whtch he vvas especiaUy opposed to vvas morrkfge, f or he consi-
dered it: 

— A Trap set for fiies, [vvhich] may posstbiy be olnted 
ot the Entrahce, vvtth a littte Voiuptuousness, [and] under 
vvhich is contained a draught of deadty vyine, more pick--
ing and tedious than the Passtons it pretends to cure. (12fr 

(9) The Complete Works of Thoraas ShadwelL ed. Montague Summers 
(London: Fortune Press, 1927), HÎ, 2&, 

(10) MazimiUian E. Novak, «Margery Pinchwife's 'London Disease': Res
toration Comedy ând the Libertine Offensive of the 1670's,» Studles 
İn the Literary Imaginatlon, 10 (1977), 17. 

(11) The Complete Works of Thomas Şhadwell, p. 60. 
(12) Francis Osborne, «Advice to a Son> in The CoHected VVorks of Fran-

cls Osborne (London : n.p., 1673), p, 35. 
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By iimiting the free expressloh of mron's noturoi Jmpulses. marrtage 
rendered life duil. This vievv was especiatty expJlcit in VViliiam 
Ramsey's (VViliiam Seymoür pseud.) most infktentiai book Conju-
gltım Conlurghtfn, or Some Serfous ftcmikierations on Mârriage 
(1673). This book, vvhich defended ttbertine principtes, referred to 
mürriage as «slavery.» «Bondage.» «a yoak,» and «a heavy bur-
then.» (13) 

Together vvith the restrtctions imposed by morrlage, the. -natu-
raiist libertine also reieeted the conventionoi sockst codes of the 
highty artifieial precieux tradition which vvas based on Petrarchan 
ideals that diminished the İover İnto the sldve of the vvoman. This 
Petrarchan concept vvhich ideaHzed tove had olmost developed 
into a religion in vvhich the virtuous iady was .given a semi-divlne 
status and ptaeed upon a pedestat to be vvorshtpped by the whi-
ning and slghing İover, who vvas neatly ah/vays miserable, in 
pain, despair, and tears for not havfng been oble to opproach 
this chaste vvoman. This attitude vvhich denied the reaiity of instmct 
and renoyunced the pbysical aspect of man vvas repudiated by the 
libertine who subsequently responded vvith cynicism tovvârds love, 
thus reduçing it to mere lust. llnllke the Petrarchan 'slave,' the 
libertine vvas freety unfarthful to his iady, vvhom he considered his 
eaual. Ağam unlike the vvhinlng Petrarchan İover, the libertine vvas 
carelesşly gay in his attitude tovvârds iove, vvhich he Irresponsibiy 
belleved to be nothing more than a güme. 

At various points in öertain piays there are ironic usages of 
the Petrarchan vocabulary; that is, these vvords of taise vvorship 
that are put into the mouths of the rake or fooi do not serve the 
original purpose. For instance, a roke like . VVorthy in Sir John 
Vanbrugh's The Reiapse (1696) uses them uncandtdly, as compli-
ments, for seducinq the virtuous Amanda; he İs not being since re in 
vvhat he is saylng: 

VVorthy (kneeting). Thou angei of" Ikjht; let me fail dovvn 
and adore thee. 

(13) William RamSey, Conjugium Conjurgtam (1674; rpt. New York: Oar-
land Pübhshing Inc., 1976), p. 7. • 
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of physicdl appetites, vvas noturot and therefore good ond tegftinjo-
te. İt vvas for mis reason that he vvîtttty exposed the affected 
coxcomb, the coquette, the pretenders to wtt of both sexes for 
forclng nature, the lewd vvoman who affected vlrtue for denying 
nature, and the otd mote ond femcte leehers for deviating ftom 
nature. Since the Irbertirte considered his unottacned, pfeasure-
seeking conduct to be perfectly acceptable as fong as he dki not 
lose his social face, he vvas reluctant. to change justto please 
the heroine. İn order to keep his freedom, the libertine took care 
not to display his true emotions, be they affectton or jealousy, 
for fear of being considered unnaturaf and consequently fabelled 
a constant and therefore dull İover. Dorimam is among the liber-
tineş who follovvs this ruie during his courtship r 

I love her and dare not let her knovv it; 
I fear sh'as an ascendant b'er me and revenge the vvrongs 
1 have done her sex. (17) 

Contrary to the pseudo-reHgipus terminology öf the precöeux traöi-
tion, the vocabulary of the libertine's naturalistic approach to 
love is dovvn to earfh and the images are mairriy from gomtollng, 
hunting or •eatinğ. This of coürse is, suggestrve of the reduction of 
love to a gome or mere appetite. The most famous fcıstance of 
such usage is in VVycheriey's The Country Wffe (1675) in the no-
torious china scene (IV. iii). 

. The naturaltet libertine vvas aiso being a sceotic yvhile induigtng 
in pointed yet jocular critieisro of established înstitutions ilke 
marriage and established customs ilke the predetuc tradition. 
Furthermore, he vvas sceptieat of the established belief in the povver 
of reason to achieve knovvtedge, and gforified sensotionalistic 
epistemology. Aiso, most libertines Hke Vtfychertey's Horner (The 
Country VV'rf») who believed that vvomen were made constant «by 
good pay» were scepttaal aboût females, and some İlke Dorimant 
were scepticaf about love: 

Love gHd8 us över and makesus shovv fine thlngs to one 
another for a time, but soon the gold vvears off and 
then agatn the native brdss appeores. (18) 

(17) IMd, ÎV.i.180. 
(18) IbkL, IÎ. Ü.167. 
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İn foot, İt wouW not be an exoggeration to tay mat it vvas this 
overall sceptfcism of the libertine that made hin» the unorthoaox 
person he vvas, for thus he devetoped a whoi© new set of dogmas 
that set him aport from the «honeet man» who vvas the mojor 
embodiment of the established moral and sociai order. 
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